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E D I T O R I A L

What a strange time we live in. Despite the thick layer 
of uncertainty hanging over all of our lives at the moment, 
the world of design is booming more than ever before. 
People are spending endless hours of the day(s) stuck 
inside and all of a sudden their homes are the undeniable 
centre of their universe. Of course, this is something I've 
always firmly believed - and frankly it has perpetually 
confused me that so many people's homes are a shadow 
of what they ought to be so that they're truly comfortable 
enough to make those who live within them feel at home. 

For me, home is a sanctuary, where everything that 
surrounds me is me. Here, I don't worry about what other 
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Evidently, like the rest 
of us, I am currently rather 
focused on achieving a 
means of leaving the house 
- without actually being able 
to leave the house. Let's face 
it, in the realm of travel I am 
just not that creative and if I 
could rush off tomorrow I'd 
be... back in France. Oh yes, 
I'd be very busy scheduling 
in long afternoons watching 
the world go by from a 
Parisian Brasserie. 

Alas, given that this 
prospect is a complete 
impossibly at the current 
time, I - like many others - 
am forced to resort to more 
ingenious measures. We all 
know that the French are 
famous for their gastronomy 
and I for one can vouch for 
the fact that a culture's food 
(and wine) is an enormous 
part of truly experiencing 
a place. However, French 
cuisine can also be quite 
complex and daunting to 
achieve at home... 

So, I wanted to share a 
few of my favourite, less 
known French delicacies - 
the ones that you can find or 
create easily here in Oz.

L I F E S T Y L E

LE TOUR DE FRANCE [CULINAIRE]
-French cuisine is working hard to make the couch feel like the countryside.

Front page, main image: Our custom English roll arm sofa in 
an Ian Mankin ticking stripe (designed and woven in the UK).

Front page, bottom left image: Ruby, our rescue 
farm dog, loving her new life by the seaside.

people think. Here, I let my inner desires reign supreme. 
The mix is eclectic - some pieces are absolutely classic, some 
glittery and modern, whilst others reflect a side of myself I 
might not have known I had if I wasn't listening to the part 
of me that said: "Oh. My. Goodness!", when I saw them. 

In the end everything at home is a blend of 
old & new, east & west - it's timeless &  yet 
contemporary. If I hadn't have decided to create this 
place for us, I mightn't have known that it was this 
unpredictable mix that made me feel most myself.

Continued from page 1

EAT:

St Agur: this cheese is incredible. Creamy, subtle, and bitey all at once. 
I think even a cautious cheese goer will enjoy this scrumptious blue.

DRINK:

Crémant (de Bourgogne): everybody knows Champagne - and we all 
know that the region is protected as part of France's "Origine Protégée" 

that means only grapes grown in Champagne can be called Champagne. 
Fantastic. But what happens to the grapes 5km over, that happen to live in 
Burgundy..? These poor miscreants can't be known as Champagne - but 
they can be delicious - and a lot more affordable purely because they're 

not from the right postcode. Next time you're browsing for something 
bubbly, make sure to have a look for a French Crémant - literally meaning 

foaming - and you'll be surprised at how delectable they can be.

COOK:

Pissiladière - the most simple, delicious, and classically Provençal snack. Begin 
with a sheet (or several) of puff pastry. Heat your oven to 180°C. Melt a slice of 
butter over medium heat (actual quantity dependent on how French you want to 
be - hint: more butter = more French) and to this beautifully bubbly froth add 2-3 

sliced large onions. Cook until glassy and soft. Drizzle olive oil over the raw pastry, 
drape the onions on top, and if you feel like a bit more oomph add either halved 
olives or anchovies on top prior to crisping in the oven until golden and puffed. 

Serve your Pissiladière alongside a platter of St Agur cheese, 
cornichons, and a glass of bubbly Crémant. Parfait!



If you need something done for 
summer, you absolutely must get 

moving now.
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I just read an article in the Sydney Morning Herald advising 
us all to consider ordering this year's Christmas presents by 
August - at the latest. Whilst I haven't yet experienced any 
major delays in personal shopping online, we have certainly 
witnessed it (to a previously unimaginable degree, in fact) 
professionally. 

As news has it, the construction industry is set to be hard 
pressed to attain materials for at least the next 18 months. 
Builders are having to order timber at least 12 weeks in 
advance of when they need it, and some trades simply 
cannot access the materials they are usually able to rely on 
day in and day out to complete their projects. 

Furniture, fabrics, and lighting are at all time low in terms 
of production and therefore stock levels, with indications 
that things won't improve until at least early next year. 
Compounding the issue further is the fact that in stock 
items are taking more than twice the usual length of time 
to cross the seas and are also commonly facing additional 
delays at our local ports. 

Once we layer on the fact that more people are spending 
time at home than ever before and that the design and 
construction industries are therefore booming, you can begin 
to imagine the additional time that needs to be factored in 
to completing projects at the moment.

The most important lesson here is about being organised 
and ensuring realistic expectations. So much of what we do 
when working with our clients is centred around these same 
principles and for us it's the key to a happy experience and 
more-than-satisfied outcome. We always find that as long 
as 1) there is transparency and openness about the reality of 
things 2) we are organised, and 3) our suppliers are reliable, 
then people are more than happy to practice patience in 
order to get the right outcome. 

So, a word to the wise - if you need something done for 
summer or have plans to revamp the house pre-Christmas, 
you absolutely must get moving now.

THE WAITING GAME
They  say patience is a virtue. I think 

being organised is more important! 

N E W S

The key to ensuring that you can start & finish a 
project in these [maddeningly] delayed times:

- Think ahead: know that things will be different 
to what you might have expected even a 
year ago and make sure to give yourself 
extra time to achieve what you need.

- Outsource: book in with a professional, 
even if they tell you that they have a long wait 
list. Not only is this unavoidable (meaning 
that whilst you hunt around for someone 
more available the wait will only be getting 
longer), but once they're managing your 
needs they will get things done much more 
efficiently than if you were to go it alone. 

- Just do it: if there's something that you've 
had on the back-burner for a while, do it! 
Honestly, stop second guessing and get on 
with making every day better than the last. Even 
the most non-committal of our future selves 
will be glad to have made a move earlier than 
usual by the time that it all comes together!



Above, left to right: Constantine Sideboard in salvaged 
oak with parquetry top and barley twist legs, $3,950.

Laurent Dining Table hand crafted from solid timber 
with classic detailing. Finished in signature mud 
wash satin lacquer. Available in 240cm and 280cm 
lengths x 105cm wide. 240cm length, $2,790.

Amara Scalloped Bedhead crafted from old 
growth plantation sourced rattan. Available in 
Coffee Bean (shown) or Mud Grey, $1,300.

Left: Motego Bedside with fine faux bamboo 
detailing crafted in solid American oak. Available 
in black (shown), Tamarillo, and Green, $1,180.

Browse the full collection at www.wisteriadesign.com.au 

All pieces are available directly through Poppy 
Bevan Design Studio for less than RRP.

All photographs courtesy of Wisteria Design Furniture.
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WISTERIA DESIGN - 

Wisteria Design describe their approach to making furniture as about creating pieces that will last a lifetime, both in 
terms of quality and taste. This is an ethic that really speaks to how I approach design and in my opinion this idea is the 
essence of sustainability; create something you really love and it will never go out of fashion. 

Wisteria's collection is a beautiful blend of traditional design and exotic influences and is probably best described as 
colonial. Faux bamboo details sit alongside refined craftsmanship, hand woven rattan is framed by smooth sculpted English 
curves, and parquetry inlay is accompanied by brass detailing. These are the ingredients of some of the most interesting 
pieces on the modern market today.

On top of this, Wisteria takes great pride in creating not only a beautiful collection but a collection with heart and soul, 
working only with makers that take care of their people and environment.

of Australia

I N  F O C U S



Top to bottom: 

Cunard Desk named 
in honour of the 
famous luxury cruise 
liner company, made 
in solid American 
oak and adorned 
with brass hardware. 
Available in Cognac 
(shown) or Charcoal 
wash, $3,550.

Ming Rattan Dining 
Chair with arms. 
Inspired by original 
Chippendale designs 
and hand crafted 
from old growth 
plantation sourced 
rattan. Individually 
finished by hand. 
Ethically sourced, 
manufactured 
and delivered. 
Also available 
without arms. With 
arms, $740.

Caribbean Buffet, 
hand made in 
salvaged European 
oak with brass 
hardware. With ornate 
carved details, soft 
close drawers, and 
integrated wine 
storage at either 
end, $4,670.

I N  F O C U S
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Each piece features beautiful natural 
materials crafted in fine detail.

---

We have this one! 

I can speak to the substantial 
beauty of the Caribbean Buffet 

- this is a lifetime piece.
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MONA

Yes, it lives up to the hype.

O P I N I O N

L E  C R O Q U I S  D U  J O U R

What I found most impressive about MONA (the 
Museum of Old and New Art on Hobart's River Derwent) 
was not the art. 

What impressed me was that a single individual - David 
Walsh (and they can say what they like, it won't belittle my 
opinion of him as a patron of the arts) made a museum for 
the people, by the people. Overwhelmingly I was surprised, 
humbled, and thankful that anyone might feel so compelled 
to further the cultural experience of the general public that 
they would contribute such an enormous, fabulous, and 
clearly expensive monument to the people. 

The entire place felt foreign to modern life - for the very 
reason that its inception had nothing to do with creating 
economic value. In fact, the thing about MONA is that its 
reason for being is, well, a bit baffling. 

The arts have always struggled in Australia and whilst 
I'm not a hardcore advocate, I always aim to do my small 
part in supporting this wonderful facet of life, culture, and 
creativity. Normally the burden of funding these pursuits 
is carried by government and I can acknowledge that most 
Australian's don't entirely understand the point - if at all. I 

Every project is different. Some people need a whole 
new design for an empty lot. Some people need a better 
version of how things are. Others need simply to see 
what's possible so that they can fairly and reasonably 
weigh up the opportunities.

Regardless of the intent, I love drawing and how it can 
quickly and effectively communicate an idea. Often it's 
not about the details but the feeling - how will this new 
space feel to those who spend their time within it?

When we undertake a Concept we focus entirely on 
this. In fact, I always make sure that pre-conceived 
notions about the solution are held at the door. Design 
should be a pure and creative process that is allowed to 
flourish in order to invite the best ideas in. 

Sketch of the Idea for Parsley Bay House, 2020.
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We are sending all of our 
positive vibes to everyone at 
the moment and we are really 
looking forward to us all enjoying 
our freedom again very soon.

***
Best of luck to Kate & Marty, Craig 
& Sonja, Genevieve & Geoff, and 

Al & Ainsley who all have DAs 
soon to be submitted or currently 
in with council. We can't wait for 
the next very exciting steps.

***
Thank you so much to Mat, Tim, 
Jake, and Ponthep for their recent 
referrals. We love working with 

the people of our people and 
really appreciate your support in 
keeping our world so friendly.

***
Late 2021 is going to bring 
some very exciting news for 
PBDS - keep your eyes and 
ears peeled for the reveal! 

F I N A L  T H O U G H T S

F A V O U R I T E S

THE SMALL THINGS

think this is partly because most Australian's experience art 
in a sterile and compromised setting with experiential results 
that speak to the calamity of attempting to pair modern 
economic politics with the arts. The flaw in this ideology is 
in the notion that art can be compromised and remain pure. 

The difference with MONA is that art and human 
experience are perfectly entwined by way of the architecture. 
From the moment one sets foot in the place they are 
suddenly whisked into a universe where nothing else 
matters. Even in my most wistful moods I can see the 
limitations of achieving this sort of synchronicity within 
the bounds of reality, and this is why I so appreciate that 
an individual such as David Walsh has contributed such an 
uncompromised and holistic solution to the  truly complex 
and important question of art and culture in contemporary 
life.

Immediately that one boards the ferry from Hobart's 
Brooke Street Pier the feeling is different. The silent, 
implicit instruction from the outset is: Experience this. Enjoy 
it. Take in the moment. 

Upon disembarkment at the base of the 99 steps it takes to 
reach the 'place' that is MONA, one lands in another world. 
Time is suspended. This is a place to forget about the real 
world, ignore the clock, soak in the surroundings, and see 
what might come of putting yourself within the bounds of 
pure art, architecture, and experience.

Don't look it up before you go. Just go.

There is something about the timeless forms of Mughal design that really speaks to 
me. Look at those shapely, pointed profiles - such a perfect blend of Persian and Islamic 
elements paired with Indian design - a perfect multicultural blend of beauty.

This lovely marble platter draws inspiration from traditional Mughal architecture 
(think of the Taj Mahal) and would be perfect for serving that sumptuous St Agur blue. Marble Platter 30cm ø $86

Photographs taken on site, par moi, 2021.



8

21 Barrington Road, Terrigal, NSWinfo@poppybevan.com
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Coraux in Nile Green,

by Jim Thompson Fabrics.

Available through PBDS.

Poppy Bevan, 2021


